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Annesha Saha is a Research Assistant at the Maulana Abul Kalam Azad Institute of Asian 

Studies (MAKAIAS), Kolkata, where she contributes to the major project "Gautam Buddha: 

A Unifying Force in Asia." An alumna of the University of Calcutta with a Master’s degree 

in South and Southeast Asian Studies and a Bachelor’s in History, her research specializes in 

the historical and cultural transmission of Buddhism in Vietnam. Her work investigates the 

ancient maritime and land-based connections between India and Vietnam, focusing on how 

shared Buddhist traditions have served as a foundation for bilateral cultural diplomacy. Beyond 

cultural history, Annesha’s research interests extend to diasporic and migration studies, 

specifically exploring the historical settlement patterns of the Indian population in Southeast 

Asia and their role in shaping the region’s socio-cultural landscape. 

 


